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Final Project: Informal Proposal 
 
Overview 
 
Working in small groups (between two and four people), define a final project that is connected 
to your personal, professional or artistic goals. You have three options for the final project: 
 

1. Make or do something. Design, prototype and test a solution to an existing problem. 
This problem could be something you face as individuals, or something that’s 
experienced by a broader base of people, an institution, or a profession. Your prototype 
of a solution could take any form: a pilot performance for a new series, a discussion 
panel, a marketing strategy, a trial of a new service, a website, a podcast, a meet-up… the 
only limit is your imagination. 

2. Write a business plan for an existing or new venture. A “venture” can mean many 
things: your own ‘small business’ as a performer/teacher/freelancer; a performing 
ensemble; a new recording; a business; a service; etc. If you choose this option, you’ll 
focus on building a strategy for implementing your idea. (Note that you can write a 
business plan for a hypothetical business.) 

3. Research and write a case study on an individual artist or entrepreneur, a business, or a 
non-profit organization. Ideally, this should be an individual or organization that you can 
observe in person, over the course of the semester. That being said, I’m open to projects 
that are purely research-based.  

 
You don’t have to limit your thinking to explicitly musical projects, but I do expect you to 
illustrate your personal connection to this project, including a discussion of how aspects of your 
musicianship will contribute to this project directly or indirectly. 
 
Deadline 
 
This assignment is due by midnight on Tuesday March 7, 2017. It’s worth 5% of your final 
grade.  
 
Informal Proposal 
 
Once you’ve decided on an idea and an approach to the final project, write an informal proposal. 
 
In 500 words or less, tell me: 

• What you want to do for this assignment? What idea or problem will you be exploring? 
• Who are your group members? What role will each person take in this project? 
• Which approach will you take: doing something, writing a plan, or writing a case study? 

o Make or Do Something: What is the problem you’re trying to solve? As of now, 
what do you think you’d like to make or do to try to address this problem? (It’s 



OK to keep this open-ended for now. “What if…?” and “How might we…?” are 
great sentence starters.) 

o Business Plan: What is the venture you’re planning? Is it an actual or hypothetical 
venture? When and where will it take place? 

o Case Study: What individual or organization will you be researching? 
• What excites you about this idea? What motivates you to make it happen? How does it 

relate to your personal, artistic or professional goals? 
• What are your three main goals for this project? What do you think will change as a 

result of your having worked on this project? 
 

What to Submit 
 
For each group, submit one written description of your project idea (500 words or less) clearly 
answering the questions above. List all of your group members’ names on the assignment sheet. 
Be clear and concise. “Informal” means that you can write in a personal tone, but you should still 
make sure your ideas are clear and understandable. 
 
	  
	  


